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Hymn O Come, all ye faithful   Willcocks

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold him
Born the King of Angels:

Refrain O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 

God from God, 
Light from Light eternal,
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Only begotten
Son of the Father

Refrain



Hymn O Come, all ye faithful   Willcocks

Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God
Glory in the highest:

Refrain O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
Born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n;
Word of the Father, 
Now in flesh appearing:

Refrain



Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed be God, Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, 

now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant
Almighty God, 
to you all hearts are open, 
all desires known,
and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Hymn Angels we have heard on high    Gloria

Angels we have heard on high,
singing sweetly through the night,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight.

Refrain Gloria in excelsis Deo (2x)

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why these songs of happy cheer?
What great brightness did you see?
What glad tidings did you hear? (Refrain)

Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. (Refrain)



The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night 
to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 
Grant that we, who have known the mystery 
of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
perfectly in heaven; 
where with you and the Holy Spirit 
he lives and reigns, one God, 
in glory everlasting. 
Amen.



The First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God. 



Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness-- on them light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation, you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 
dividing plunder.  For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the 
rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  For all the boots of 
the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the 
fire.  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 
the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and 
with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this.



All say together.
Psalm 98



Psalm 98
1 Sing to the Lord a new song, *

for he has done marvelous things.

2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.

3 The Lord has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown 

n the sight of the nations.

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness 
to the house of Israel, *

and all the ends of the earth 
have seen the victory of our God.

5 Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.



Psalm 98
6 Sing to the Lord with the harp, *

with the harp and the voice of song.

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the Lord.

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,

when he comes to judge the earth.

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.



The Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God. 



Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory 
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous 
for good deeds.



Hymn Once in royal David’s city  Irby

Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven, 
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle a stall;
with the poor, the scorned and lowly, 
lived on earth our Savior holy.



Hymn Once in royal David’s city  Irby

For he is our lifelong pattern;
daily, when on earth he grew, 
he was tempted, scorned, rejected,
tears and smiles like us he knew.
Thus he feel for all our sadness,
and he shares in all our gladness.

Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing round, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, 
where his saints his throne surround:
Christ, revealed to faithful eye, 
set at God’s right hand on high.



The Gospel: Luke 2:1-20
Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord  Jesus Christ according to 
Luke.
People Glory to you Lord Christ.

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.
People   Praise to you Lord Christ. 



Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph 
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn.  In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them.



The Sermon



All say together. 
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.



The Nicene Creed (cont.)
For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.



The Nicene Creed (cont.)
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son 
he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection 
of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. 

Amen.



The Prayers of the People
Reader God of love and light.
Response   Hear our prayer. 



God with us, Emmanuel, on this holy night, we celebrate your birth in our midst.  Alongside Mary 
and Joseph and the shepherds, help us to know ourselves to be part of your story of redemption and 
reconciliation. 

God of love and light,
Hear our prayer.

On the first Christmas, as Mary and Joseph looked for a place to rest there was no room in the inn.  
Protect with your love those who have no home.  

God of love and light,
Hear our prayer.

A star shining in the darkness pointed the way. Bring light to those who are suffering in mind or 
body and for those who are alone.  

God of love and light,
Hear our prayer.



The angels sang their message of good news for all the people.  Bring your good news to the 
troubled parts of our lives and to the troubled parts of the world around us.  

God of love and light,
Hear our prayer.

Jesus was born in a stable as the savior and liberator of all creation.  Bring healing and peace to our 
relationship with the earth and with each other.                

God of love and light,
Hear our prayer.

The shepherds were commissioned to spread tidings of great joy, a joy that can reach even those in 
the shadow of death.  We pray for those who have died and for those who mourn.

God of love and light,
Hear our prayer.



Confession of Sin and Absolution
Celebrant
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
All
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.



The Peace
Offertory Music - Joy to the World



The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer B with spiritual communion



Thank you to all who served!
Officiant of Liturgy of the Word
The Rev. Oran Warder

Gospel
The Rev. Elizabeth Rees

Celebrant of the Liturgy of the Table
The Rev. Alyse Viggiano

Lectors
Catherine Schmidt, Tim Belevetz

Psalm Readers
Dianne, John, Benjamin, and Isabelle Keppler

Intercessors
Kathy, Algis, Anna, Kaz, and Lydia Penkiunas

Video Editor:
Jameson Bloom 



Thank you to all who served!
Minister of Music 

Eric Schnobrick
Soloist 

Julian Pollard 
St. Paul’s Choir
Organist

Grant Hellmers
Barclay Brass Quintet

Nathan Clark, Trumpet
Amy McCabe, Trumpet
Alex Kovling, Horn
David Miller, Trombone 
Willie Clark, Tuba 

Special Thanks 
Duane Lomis & Heidi Schneble

Prelude: A Carol Fantasy, arr. John Iveson
Postlude: In Dulci Jubilo, arr. Tom Holtz



If you would like to donate to St. Paul’s:

1. Send a check to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
228 South Pitt Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

2. Online on our website:
stpaulsalexandria.com/give/

3. Text to donate:
Text the word GIVE to 571-777-0188 


