
 God Calls Samuel 
Listening · Epiphany 2 · 5th/6th 

1 Samuel 3:1-20 
 
This Sunday, we learned about God calling Samuel in 1 
Samuel 3:1-20.  As a family, read this passage together!  
 

● WHAT’S HAPPENING?: Epiphany is about the many 
manifestations of God: how God shows up when calling 
people to work together in the world with God.  We hear how 
to listen to the word of God and trust God, contrasting the 
God of the Old Testament with the God of the New 
Testament. What happens to Samuel, a youth raised in the 
temple under Eli’s guidance, is rare. God has not been 
speaking - at least not so anyone can hear - and prophets 
have not been gifted with visions in a very long time. God’s 
people perceive that God has forgotten them. This is not the 
case, of course - God is always at work - but they don’t 
recognize this until God speaks to Samuel and Samuel 
starts delivering the word of the Lord to them again. 

● QUESTION OF THE DAY: How would you react if you 
were Samuel and heard the voice of God - or any voice 
that wasn’t coming from someone’s body?  If you told 
people God spoke to you like God spoke to Samuel, 
what might they think? What do you think of the fact that 
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Samuel was a kid?  Would you be more or less likely to 
believe he had a vision because he was a kid? The text 
says, “the word of the Lord was rare in those days; 
visions were not widespread.”  What do you make of 
that?  Do you think the same is true today?  Why might 
we hear God’s voice less often in some time periods?  

● BIBLE BIT:  If a message was tough to hear and live out, it 
was often a sign in scripture that the word truly came from 
God. 


